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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 9-11, 13, 17, 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ono et al. (US Patent No. 6,295,136 Bl). 

As to claim 1, Ono a printing process for a printer, the process comprising the steps of: 

displaying a first window (DB1 in fig. 5) on a display, the first window indicating a set 
data for the printer (i.e., plain paper E2 or Ink setting E3 in fig. 5), to be confirmed or changed 
by a user (i.e., boxes of OK or Updated or Cancel in fig. 5); and 

displaying a second window (DB2 in fig. 6) different from the first window on the 
display (DB1 fig. 5), the second window indicating at least part of the set data (i.e., plain paper 
E22 or Ink setting E23 in fig. 6), to be confirmed or changed by the user (i.e., boxes of OK or 
Cancel in fig. 6), the at least part of the set data being stored in a storage region (i.e., information 
setting module 57 in fig. 3), 

wherein the second window (More setting DB2 in fig. 6) is displayed without displaying 
the first window (DB1 in fig. 5) when a predetermined setting has been set by the user (the 
displaying object of the more settings E15 in fig. 5), the at least part of the set data being settable 
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on the first and second window (note: the setting of paper, color from the second window that 
modifies to the first window "col. 1 1, lines 61-65"). 

As to claim 2, Ono teaches the displaying step of the second window (fig. 6) is executed 
in accordance with a print setting program, an instruction for starting the program being stored in 
the set data (information setting module 57 in fig. 3). 

As to claim 3, Ono teaches of updating the second window displayed on the display when 
the at least part of the set data is changed by the user (plain paper from the second window in fig. 
6 is updated from the first window in fig. 5). 

As to claim 9, a printing process for a printer, the process comprising the steps of : 

displaying a first window (DB1 in fig. 5) on a display, the first window indicating a set 
data for the printer (i.e., plain paper E2 or Ink setting E3 in fig. 5), to be confirmed or changed 
by a user (i.e., boxes of OK or Updated or Cancel in fig. 5); and 

displaying a second window (DB2 in fig. 6) different from the first window on the 
display (DB1 fig. 5) based on a setting set by the user on the first window (i.e., box of More 
Setting or Advanced in fig. 5), the second window indicating at least part of the set data (i.e., 
plain paper E22 or Ink setting E23 in fig. 6), to be confirmed or changed by the user (i.e., boxes 
of OK or Cancel in fig. 6), the at least part of the set data being stored in a storage region (i.e., 
information setting module 57 in fig. 3 and RAM 32 "col. 14, lines 57-58), 

then, outputting to the printer (14 in fig. 3), print data for printing by the printer and 
control data for controlling the printer, the control data including the at least part of the set data 
which has been confirmed or changed by the user (note: the print setting from first and second 
window which are control data for controlling the printer for printing print data). 
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wherein the second window (More setting DB2 in fig. 6) is displayed without displaying 
the first window (DB1 in fig. 5) when a predetermined setting has been set by the user (the 
displaying object of the more settings El 5 in fig. 5), the at least part of the set data being settable 
on the first and second window (note: the setting of paper, color from the second window that 
modifies to the first window "col. 1 1, lines 61-65"). 

As to claim 10, Ono teaches a printing processor (i.e., 16 in fig. 2) for a printer (14 in fig. 
2), the processor comprising: 

a memory (i.e., ROM 31 and RAM 32 in fig. 2) containing stored set data (col. 9, lines 
56-58 and col 10, lines 15-17 and 25-28); 

a display (12 in fig. 2) for displaying a first window which indicates the set data for being 
confirmed or changed by a user, and a second window which is different from the first window 
and indicates at least part of the set data for being confirmed or changed by the user; 

a setting means (i.e., "advanced" or "more setting" functions El 5 in fig. 5) for setting to 
display the second window (the window of "More Setting" in fig. 6); 

control means (i.e., CPU 30) for controlling the display (38 in fig. 2) so as to display the 
second window (fig. 6) on the display based on the setting set by the setting means without 
displaying the first window, the at least part of the set data being settable on the first window and 
the second window (note: the setting of paper, color from the second window that modifies to the 
first window "col. 1 1, lines 61-65"). 

As to claim 1 1, Ono teaches the memory (i.e., RAM 32 in fig. 2) includes a plurality of 
storage regions (col. 9, lines 57-58 and col. 14, lines 57-58 : RAM has a plurality of 
predetermined positions and has capacity for storing the variety of data). 
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As to claim 13, Ono teaches a print data origination means (54 in fig. 3) for originating 
print data and control data origination means (57 in fig. 3) for originating control data for 
controlling a printer based on the stored set data, wherein the data origination means and the 
control data origination means are a printer driver printing module (53 in fig. 3). 

As to claim 17, due to the similarity of this claim to that of claim 10 and further including 
the printing unit (14 in fig. 2), this claim is rejected as the reason applied to claim 10. 

As to claim 19, Ono teaches a recording medium in which a printer driver program (53 in 
fig. 3) is recorded, the program causing a computer to execute the steps from claim 1 as indicated 
above. 

As to claim 20, Ono teaches a printing processor (16 in fig. 2) which is connected to a 
printer (14 in fig. 2), a memory (32 in fig. 2) and a display (12 in fig. 2) for displaying a first 
window indicating set data of the printer (fig. 5), which is stored in the memory, the processor 
comprising: 

a printer driver (53 in fig. 3) for driving the printer (14 in fig. 3) and setting the set data 
(to 52 in fig. 3); 

print setting means (57 in fig. 3) for setting at least part of the set data and controlling the 
display to display a second window (fig. 6) which is different from the first window without 
displaying the first window and indicates the at least part of the set data; 

updating means (i.e., box of OK in fig. 5 and col. 15, lines 47-54) for updating the at least 
part of the set data stored in the memory through the printer driver (53 in fig. 3) or the print 
setting means (57 in fig. 3); and 
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controlling means (i.e., CPU 30 in fig. 2) for controlling the print setting means such that 
the display displays on the second window (fig. 6) the at least part of the set data updated by the 
updating means (i.e., paper E22 and Ink E23 in fig. 6), when the at least part of the set data has 
been updated through the printer driver, 

wherein the first and second windows are confirmable and changeable windows by a 
printer user (any setting data is set by user in fig. 6), the at least part of the set data being settable 
in the first window and the second window (note: the setting of paper, color from the second 
window that modifies to the first window "col. 11, lines 61-65"). 

As to claim 21, Ono teaches print data originating means for originating on the basis of 
the set data (col. 10, lines 44-53), control data necessary for controlling the printer (col. 10, lines 
54-56); and output means (39 in fig. 2) for outputting at least one of the originated print data and 
the set data to the printer. 

As to claim 22, Ono teaches the print setting means (57 in fig. 3) controls the display (to 
video driver 52 in fig. 3) to display the second window (fig. 6) before the output means outputs 
the at least one of the originated print data and the set data to the printer (the setting is completed 
by hitting the box of OK in fig. 6). 

As to claim 23, Ono teaches the controlling means judges whether the part of the set data 
has been updated with the updating means through the printer driver (col. 15, lines 48-54). 

As to claim 24, Ono teaches every feature in claim 1, and further teaches originating at 
least one of print data necessary for printing by the printer (the print data is processed by 54, 55 
and 56 in fig. 3 for necessary printing at the printer) and control data for controlling the printer 
(57 in fig. 3 for controlling the printer), the control data being originated on the basis of the at 
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least part of the set data stored in the storage region; and outputting at least one of the originated 
print data and the originated control data to the printer (col. 14, lines 55-58 and col. 15, lines 48- 
54). 

As to claims 25 and 26, due to similarities of these claims to that of claim 24, these 
claims are rejected as the reasons applied to claim 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-8, 12, 14-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ono et al. (US Patent No. 6,295,136 Bl), in view of claims 1, 10 and 17, in combination of 
Applicant's admitted prior art. 

As to claim 4, Ono teaches every feature discussed in claim 1 . However, Ono does not 
teaches a plurality of discharge position specified previously the at least part of the set data 
includes the discharge position* the specified discharge position is displayed on the second 
window. 

Applicant's admitted prior art further teaches the printer has a plurality of discharge 
positions and can discharge a printer paper to a discharge position specified previously (page 3, 
lines 15-16); the at least part of the set data includes the discharge position; the specified 
discharge position is displayed on the window (see fig. 1 1 for setting by the user one of specified 
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trays page 3, lines 23-25); the specified discharge position is displayed on the second window (a 
window in fig. 1 1 is selected by "Mailbox setup" 114 including discharge position such as tray 1 
or tray 2); 

As to claim 5, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses every feature discussed in claim 4, 
Applicant's admitted prior art teaches the displaying step of the second window (fig. 11) 
involves changing the discharge position into another discharge position (the user can select any 
discharge position in the box of "Output Bin" in fig. 1 1) and updating the changed discharge 
position (page 2, lines 12-16). 

As to claim 6, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses every feature discussed in claim 4, 
Applicant's admitted prior art further discloses the displaying step of the second window (fig. 
11) involves displaying the plurality of discharge positions of the printer on the display (the box 
of "Output Bin" displays the discharge positions of the printer). 

As to claim 7, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses every feature discussed in claim 4, 
Applicant's admitted prior art further discloses the displaying step of the second window (fig. 
1 1) further includes confirming whether the discharge position has been updated after the 
specified discharge position is displayed on the display (page 2, lines 12-25: the second window 
is displayed with the default set data, such as the set data in the section of "Orientation" or 
"Paper size", is read from the a print setting storage region 94 "page 2, lines 9-10"; then the 
operator changes the setting which is written into the same memory 94 "page 2, lines 12-16". 
Therefore, this updated setting data could be displayed into the second window for updated 
setting data). 
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As to claim 8, Applicant's admitted prior art discloses every feature discussed in claim 4, 
Applicant's admitted prior art further teaches the storage region includes a plurality of regions 
(page 2, lines 9-12: It would be understood that the memory for storing a plurality of the set of 
the set data is distributed to windows. Thus, each set of the set data would be stored in each 
region of the memory). 

As to claim 12, Ono teaches every feature in claim 10, and further teaches control data 
origination means for originating control data for controlling a printer based on the stored set 
data, wherein the data origination means and the control data origination means (i.e., printer 
driver 53 in fig. 3). and Applicant's admitted prior art further teaches the printer includes a, 
plurality of dischargers (See a box of "Output Bin" in fig. 1 1 including the plurality of trays), , 
the control data being data for designating at least one of the dischargers (the control data is 
originated by the user via printer driver in page 2, lines 6-10 and the control data is in 
corresponding with the set data in window of fig. 1 1 including at least one of trays in "Output 
Bin"). 

As to claim 14, Applicant's admitted prior art teaches every feature in claim 12, 
Applicant's admitted prior art further teaches updating means for updating the designated 
discharger on the display (page 2, lines 12-16: the second window is displayed with the set data, 
such as the set data of Trays in the section of "Output Bin", is read from the a print setting 
storage region 94 "page 2, lines 9-10"; then the operator changes the setting which is written into 
the same memory 94 "page 2, lines 12-16". Therefore, this updated setting data could be 
displayed into the second window for updated setting data). 
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As to claim 15, Applicant's admitted prior art teaches every feature in claim 14, 
Applicant' s admitted prior art further teaches the updating means rewrites, when the designated 
discharger is changed into another discharger, the discharger designation stored in the memory 
(the second window is displayed with the set data, such as the set data in the section of "Output 
Bin" including number of Tray positions, is read from the a print setting storage region 94 "page 
2, lines 9-10"; then the operator changes the setting which is written into the same memory 94 
"page 2, lines 12-16"). 

As to claim 16, Applicant's admitted prior art teaches every feature in claim 12, 
Applicant's admitted prior art further teaches the plurality of dischargers are shown on the 
display (See a box of "Output Bin" in fig. 1 1 including the plurality of trays). 

As to claim 18, Applicant's admitted prior art teaches every feature in claim 17, 
Applicant's admitted prior art further teaches the printer includes a plurality of dischargers (See a 
box of "Output Bin" in fig. 1 1 including the plurality of trays), the control data being data for 
designating at least one of the dischargers (the control data is originated by the user via printer 
driver in page 2, lines 6-10 and the control data is in corresponding with the set data in window 
of fig. 1 1 including at least one of tray in "Output Bin"). 



Response to Arguments 



5. 



Applicants amendment with respect to independent claims 1-26 have been considered 



but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. This action is made final. 



# • 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4857 or 
E-mail address is Douglas.tran@uspto.gov. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Douglas Q. Tran 
Oct. 25, 2003 
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